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Out of Myth, Onto_Logical, 1982-1997 
 

Solo exhibition by Po Po 
 
Curated by Nathalie Johnston 
 
 
Preview: Saturday, 1 August 2015, 4-7pm 
On view until 13 September 2015 
 
Curatorial Tour: Saturday, 1 August 2015, 3.30-4pm 
Artist Talk moderated by Nathalie Johnston: Sunday, 2 August 2015, 3-4pm 
 
 
Yavuz Gallery is proud to present Out of Myth, Onto_Logical, 1982-1997, a solo exhibition by 
acclaimed Myanmar artist Po Po (b. 1957). 
 
Mythical Myanmar has confounded the world for decades – from its seemingly interminable period of 
isolationist policy to a whirlwind of changes and transitional government. Out of Myth, Onto_Logical 
intentionally exposes an archive of work dating back to 1982, not only to bring focus to a period of 
Myanmar’s art history rarely explored, but also to investigate Po Po’s unique pieces in context, and 
explore how they have inspired generations of artists in Myanmar today.  
 
Myth is what we invent to create stories and explain feelings, describe places and understand history. 
Logic is a point of departure and arrival - what we know to be true and rational, and the means to 
validate it. The series of work in Out of Myth, Onto_Logical explores the state of in between; when the 
sobering reality of political life or spiritual choices pushed Po Po’s conceptual knowledge, and inspired 
him to create work which can only be described as the logical outcome of his ideas. 
 
A visionary artist who brought something truly new in concept and execution to an isolated country’s 
latent art scene in the 1980s, Po Po has since shown in Gwangju, Fukuoka, Berlin and Singapore. He 
has gone from painting to assemblage, from monotype to installation, and from design to architecture, 
often challenging audiences to see ideas through five senses, willing a concept out of shape.  
 
Nathalie Johnston is a curator and researcher living in Yangon, Myanmar. She received a Masters 
degree in 2010 from the Sotheby’s Institute-Singapore focusing on Southeast Asian contemporary 
art history. Her thesis discussed the origins of performance art in Myanmar. She was the managing 
director of Asia Art Archive’s Mobile Library: Myanmar 2014-15. She is currently the Director of 
Exhibitions at TS1 Yangon, a participating scholar in the University of Sydney’s Ambitious Alignments 
program, and the lead editor of the upcoming English translation of Myanmar Contemporary Art I – an 
important work of Myanmar art history to be re-published in English in 2016.  
 
For inquiries and more information, please contact Irene Fung at irene@yavuzgallery.com or  
Tel: +65 6734 3262. 
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Selected Works 
  

 
 

Red Cube (installation view), 1986, oil and paper collage on canvas, granite, dimensions variable 
 

 
 

Painting for Blind (3), 1986, oil, enamel and nail on canvas, 75 x 75cm 
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Narcissus, 1987-94, silk, kapok, mirror, rope, dimensions variable 
 

 
 

Controled Tejo, 1991-96, wood, fluorescent lights, dimensions variable 
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Incomplete Mirror #4, 1991-96, mirror, dimensions variable 
 


